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Abstract

Correct understanding of a language is considered one of the most
fundamental foundations in learning and in using that language. If the
learner understands a foreign language correctly, he or she can use it
well in the next stage. Otherwise, the process of language learning and
its use will face difficulties. Grammar, along with vocabulary, is
among the important tools for understanding a second language. That
is why the method of teaching second language rules has always been
highlighted in most language teaching methods. The present study
aims to provide a procedure to enhance reading and comprehension
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experimental group, the method for teaching rules was based on
typology and recognition of similarities and differences between the
rules of the two languages, Arabic and Persian. In the control group,
the teaching method of rules was performed in the usual way, i.e.,
without referring to the similarities and differences between the two
languages. The results of the study showed that teaching the
differences and similarities of the grammatical components between
the two languages of Arabic and Persian for one academic semester,
had a positive effect on the comprehension and criticism skills of the
students in the experimental group, while the learners in the control
group did not make significant progress in these skills.
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1. Introduction

If the learner understands a foreign language correctly, he or she can use it well in the next
stage. Grammar, along with vocabulary, is among the important tools for understanding a
second language. That is why the method of teaching second language rules has always
been highlighted in most language teaching methods. Even the semantic-based methods of
language teaching have not been able to completely ignore the role of grammar. Given the
complexity and abundance of Arabic language rules, the role of language rules assumes
even more significance in teaching and learning Arabic language. The learner must
understand grammar deeply in order to be able to use the four language skills correctly. It
is assumed that comparing the grammatical rules and features of the target language with
those of the native language helps the learner to improve his or her language skills through
strengthening his or her knowledge of rules, provided that he or she has in their possession
an active vocabulary richness.

2. Literature Review

The ability to read texts, process them, and understand their meaning is called
comprehension. When we read a text and analyze it in our mind and can easily understand
its meaning and purpose, this means that we have succeeded in comprehending it. As a
result, we can convey the same content to others in an appropriate manner. Grammar is an
essential tool for accurate comprehension of texts. Through grammar, one can determine
the grammatical role of words in a sentence, such as subject, object, and object. Language
typology is a branch of linguistics that studies structural similarities between languages,
regardless of their history. Research on language typology has proven that the languages
in the world, despite their differences at various levels- such as phonological,
morphological, grammatical, and semantic- have common features. These features are
called language universals. With the help of language universals, language teaching and
learning can be facilitated and accelerated. Grammar is a set of rules which determine the
correct order of words in a sentence. The order of the components of a sentence is one of
the most important topics in language typology, as a large number of language universals
are about the order of the main components of a sentence (verb- subject- object).

3. Methodology

The present study aims to provide a procedure to enhance reading and comprehension
skills. For this purpose, the authors, relying on the descriptive-analytical method and using
the observation cards, evaluated the relationship between typology-based language rules
teaching and the enhancement of reading comprehension among undergraduate students of
Arabic Language and Literature. In doing so, the fourth-semester students of Arabic
language and literature at Arak University were divided into two control and experimental
groups based on the scores obtained at the beginning of the academic semester. In the
experimental group, the method for teaching rules was based on typology and recognition
of similarities and differences between the rules of the two languages, Arabic and Persian.
In the control group, the teaching method of rules was performed in the usual way, i.e.,
without referring to the similarities and differences between the two languages.

4. Results & Discussion
Using the Mancova multivariate covariance test in SPSS, the changes in the scores of the
language learners of both control and experimental groups were examined in the three skills
of cognition, comprehension, and criticism after the completion of the training course
compared to the beginning of the course. The Box’s M test was used to examine whether
the data violated the assumption of the identity of the variance-covariance matrix. Levene’s
test was used to examine the violation or non-violation of the data. This test was also used
to examine whether the variance of the dependent variable was the same or different
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between the groups. In order to examine the homogeneity of regression and the lack of
interaction between groups with pre-test scores, the assumption of the identity of regression
slope was examined. In what follows, the results of the multivariate analysis of covariance
(MANCOVA,) are presented.

The multivariate analysis of covariance (MANCOVA) was used to compare the
effectiveness of teaching the differences and similarities of grammatical components
between Persian and Arabic based on the typology of word order on cognitive,
comprehension, and critical skills. In order to examine the homogeneity of regression and
the lack of interaction between groups with pre-test scores, the assumption of the same
regression slope was examined.

The results of the covariance test show that the cognition skill has an F value of
(F=0.101), a p value of (P=0.754), and an eta square of (Eta square of 0.005). The results
indicate that the difference in the mean scores of the experimental group compared to the
control group in the post-test has not been significant. Therefore, teaching the similarities
and differences of grammatical components between Persian and Arabic based on word
order typology had no effect on the development of the cognitive skill of the language
learners in the experimental group.

The results of the covariance test show that the comprehension skill has an F value of
(F=7.254), a p value of (P=0.014), and an eta square of (Eta square = 0.276). The results
indicate that the difference in the mean scores of the experimental group from the control
group in the post-test has been significant. Therefore, teaching the similarities and
differences of grammatical components between Persian and Arabic based on word order
taxonomy has been effective on the improvement of the comprehension skills of the
learners in the experimental group.

The results of the covariance test show that the criticism skill has an F value of
(F=45.96), a p value of (P=0.001), and an eta square of (eta squared=0.708). The results
indicate that the difference in the mean scores of the experimental group from the control
group in the post-test has been significant. Therefore, teaching the similarities and
differences of grammatical components between Persian and Arabic based on word order
taxonomy has been effective on the improvement of criticism skill of the learners in the
experimental group.

5. Conclusion

The results of the study showed that teaching the differences and similarities of the
grammatical components between the two languages of Arabic and Persian for one
academic semester, had a positive effect on the comprehension and criticism skills of the
students in the experimental group, while the learners in the control group did not make
significant progress in these skills. Moreover, this significant difference was not observed
in the mean scores related to the cognitive skills of the two groups of students. In justifying
the ineffectiveness of this teaching method in improving the students’ cognitive skills, it
can be said that this type of teaching method examines the position of the word and its role
in the sentence and can strengthen the learner’s grammatical knowledge, which can lead to
the improvement of his comprehension and criticism skills. However, to expect that this
method should improve the pronunciation of words and the reading of sentences is not a
correct expectation. To solve this problem, one can use the teaching of grammatical
components based on the typology of the case system so that the Arabic learner, by learning
a large part of the Arabic vowel changes (the final vowel sound of the word according to
its role), can read in a correct manner.
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