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o Abstract

g

Intellectual skills cannot be separated from an integrated
system of educational values that form the foundations for
building personality and society. In this context, educational
curricula, especially Arabic language textbooks, acquire

3 paramount importance as they are the vessel in which this
5 blend of knowledge and values is instilled. This study focuses
4 on analyzing the educational values and learning objectives
5 in Arabic language textbooks for fifth grade in Libya and
g seventh grade in Iran, using a content analysis approach. The
2 Keywords: targeted values were identified through six main categories:
& social, religious, national, scientific, personal, and
- o Content analysis environmental values. The results indicate a significant

o Pedagogical Values variation in the presentation of values and objectives between
e Learning the Arabic J the two textbooks. In the Libyan textbook, social values

language ranked first, indicating a focus on enhancing relationships
e Textbooks in Libya among individuals. In contrast, the Iranian textbook
o Textbooks in Iran prominently featured religious values, reflecting the

importance of cultural and religious heritage in education.
The study also highlighted the necessity of integrating
technology and interactive teaching methods to foster critical
thinking and creativity among students. This study represents
an important step toward improving educational curricula
and enhancing educational values in both countries,
contributing to the preparation of a generation capable of
adapting to the demands of the modern era and facing future
challenges.

>
)
o
I
0
o)
0
~
4
7
%
v
=
c
(@]

* afifehmovahedianattar@cfu.ac.ir (Corresponding Author)

COPYRIGHTS ©2025 The author(s). This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY-NC 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, as long as the original authors
and source are cited. No permission is required from the authors or the publisher.



mailto:afifehmovahedianattar@cfu.ac.ir
0009-0005-1314-4411
0000-0001-6795-0930
https://jsatl.shirazu.ac.ir/
https://doi.org/10.22099/jsatl.2025.54576.1269
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2538-466X

A Comparative Study of Educational Values Atar. A & Khaleghi. A

1. Introduction

The educational landscape in the 21st century aims to develop individuals’ cognitive skills,
thereby enhancing schools’ roles in preparing students to tackle unexpected problems.
However, these cognitive skills are not ends in themselves; rather, they are an integral part
of the educational values that must be instilled in students. Educational values serve as the
foundations upon which educational skills are built, promoting critical thinking, creativity,
cooperation, and adaptability to ongoing changes. Strengthening educational values within
the curriculum necessitates that teacher adopt interactive teaching methods that encourage
students to ask questions and explore ideas. Additionally, technology can play a role in
developing these values through digital tools that support active learning. For instance,
fostering creativity encompasses social and emotional aspects that help individuals build
positive relationships and explore their identities, thereby enhancing the value of education
as a means to shape both personal character and community. In this context, this study
focuses on analyzing the educational values and objectives found in the Arabic language
textbooks for the fifth grade in Libya and the seventh grade in Iran, aiming to understand
how these values and objectives manifest in the curricula and how they influence the
upbringing of a new generation and the construction of societies. The selection of these two
textbooks is justified as they represent distinct educational models in culturally diverse
environments. Libya is considered a model among Arab countries due to its rich
educational and cultural history, making it suitable for comparison, especially after the
radical changes in its political system following the 2011 revolution, which impacted
educational policies and curricula. The educational curricula in Libya reflect the challenges
and opportunities facing Arab communities in education, while Iran’s educational system
serves as a model for development and innovation. Arabic language education is crucial
for Muslims, and its significance is emphasized in the general education system through
Acrticle 16 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, indicating the need for Arabic
education and expertise to understand Quranic and Islamic knowledge, for religious,
national, cultural, economic, and political reasons throughout history.
Research Questions

- What educational values are emphasized in the textbook?

- How are the educational objectives presented in the content?

- Is there a variation in the presentation of values and objectives between the two

textbooks?

2. Literature Review
The exploration of educational values and objectives in Arabic language textbooks has
garnered significant scholarly attention, particularly with regard to the fifth grade in Libya
and the seventh grade in Iran. Previous research underscores the importance of values in
shaping both individual and societal perspectives. Educational values are fundamental in
guiding the moral, social, and cultural development of students, thereby influencing their
interactions within their communities.

One notable study by Al-Najjar (2017) emphasizes the necessity of aligning educational
materials with the developmental needs of students. This alignment ensures that the
educational objectives are effectively met, particularly in enhancing Arabic language skills
during the foundational stages of education in Libya. Similarly, Al-Badawi (2018) posits
that the experience of teaching Arabic to non-native speakers in Libya not only promotes
recognition of Arabic culture but also fosters cultural rapprochement among diverse
populations. This highlights the broader implications of educational values beyond mere
linguistic competence.

Ali Al-Masmari (2023) conducted a comprehensive analysis of the educational values
embedded in Arabic language textbooks for the ninth grade in Libya, revealing a total of
475 instances of educational values. These values were categorized across various domains,
with moral values constituting a significant portion. The findings suggest that while ethical
considerations are pivotal, there remains a notable gap in the representation of scientific
values, which could hinder the development of a well-rounded educational experience.
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In the context of Iran, studies such as those by Rahmani Vaezmohammadi (2018)
analyze the content of Arabic language textbooks to identify strengths and weaknesses in
educational delivery. His findings indicate a strong emphasis on modern pedagogical
approaches that facilitate self-directed learning, contrasting with earlier textbooks that were
predominantly focused on grammatical instruction. This evolution reflects an increasing
recognition of the need for interactive and student-centered learning environments.

Moreover, Azimi and Mazidi (2022) conducted a quantitative analysis of the ethical
values present in the content of Arabic language textbooks, highlighting the importance of
these values in fostering student engagement and interaction with the material. Their
research points to a significant relationship between the presence of ethical values and
student participation, underscoring the necessity of incorporating these elements into
educational frameworks.

In a comparative study, Naimi and Mofakhari (2022) examined the educational
objectives and values in Arabic language instruction across different educational systems,
revealing a lack of clarity in Iran’s educational objectives, which contributes to ambiguity
in the teaching of Arabic. This finding raises concerns about the coherence and
effectiveness of language education in Iran, suggesting that a clearer articulation of
objectives could enhance the overall quality of instruction.

Furthermore, studies concerning the national values represented in social education
curricula indicate that textbooks play a crucial role in instilling civic responsibility and
national identity among students. Al-Sobhiyeen et al. (2016) highlight the significance of
national values in the social education curricula for elementary students in Jordan,
reinforcing the idea that educational materials must reflect and promote societal values to
cultivate a sense of belonging and responsibility.

In summary, the literature reveals a pressing need to investigate the interplay between
educational values and objectives in Arabic language textbooks, particularly within the
diverse contexts of Libya and Iran. While significant strides have been made in recognizing
the importance of educational values, there remains a critical gap in the effective integration
of these values into curricular frameworks. This study aims to contribute to this ongoing
discourse by providing a detailed analysis of the educational values and objectives found
in the relevant textbooks, thereby enhancing our understanding of their role in shaping the
educational experiences of students in both countries.

3. Methodology
This research adopts a content analysis methodology to investigate the educational values
and objectives embedded in the Arabic language textbooks for the fifth grade in Libya and
the seventh grade in Iran. This approach allows for a systematic examination of the texts
to identify, categorize, and quantify the presence of specific educational values and
objectives, thereby providing insights into how these elements are represented and
prioritized within the curricula.

4. Results & Discussion

The study aimed to identify and analyze the educational values in the Arabic language
textbooks for fifth grade in Libya and seventh grade in Iran, focusing on their type, scope,
and distribution. Using content analysis, values were classified into six main areas and
recorded in statistical tables. For the fifth-grade textbook in Libya, social values ranked
highest with 12 occurrences (30.8%), followed by scientific and personal values (8
occurrences, 20.5%), environmental values (5 occurrences, 12.8%), and religious and
national values (3 occurrences, 7.7%). In the seventh-grade textbook for Iran,
environmental values ranked first with 15 occurrences (29.5%), followed by religious
values (14 occurrences, 27.5%), national values (11 occurrences, 21.5%), scientific values
(7 occurrences, 13.5%), and the second and sixth axes tied for last with 2 occurrences (4%).
The educational objectives in the Arabic language textbook for fifth grade in Libya were
analyzed, revealing the following results:

Studies in Arabic Teaching and Learning Vol. 9, No. 17, 2025


https://jsatl.shirazu.ac.ir/

A Comparative Study of Educational Values Atar. A & Khaleghi. A

The table presents the total frequencies and percentages of educational objectives in the
fifth grade Arabic language textbook in Libya. The sixth and seventh axes, which focus on
developing problem-solving and decision-making skills while understanding basic
environmental concepts, ranked first with 17 occurrences (18.3%). The first and fifth axes,
which aim to help students acquire essential concepts and promote holistic growth, ranked
second with 16 occurrences (17.2%). The third axis, addressing the understanding of
Islamic values from the Quran and Sunnah, ranked third with 14 occurrences (15%). The
fourth axis, which fosters national awareness, ranked fourth with 9 occurrences (9.7%).
Finally, the second axis, promoting love for the Arabic language and communication skills,
ranked fifth with 4 occurrences (4.3%).

The educational objectives in the seventh-grade Arabic language textbook in Iran were
analyzed, revealing the following results: The table shows the total frequencies and
percentages regarding the availability of educational objectives in the textbook. The third
axis (helping students understand Islamic values derived from the Quran and Sunnah)
ranked first with 18 occurrences (37%), indicating a high percentage. The fourth axis
(developing national awareness among students and educating them about the importance
of their country and its role in building human civilization) came in second with 14
occurrences (28.5%). The first axis (enabling students to acquire an appropriate number of
concepts, facts, and basic knowledge) ranked third with 7 occurrences (14.25%). The
seventh axis (helping students understand basic environmental concepts and their
relationship with the environment) ranked fourth with 6 occurrences (12.25%). The fifth
axis (assisting students in achieving holistic growth in physical, mental, psychological, and
social aspects) had 2 occurrences (4%). Finally, the second and sixth axes (promoting a
love for the Arabic language and developing problem-solving skills) ranked last with 1
occurrence each (2%).

5. Conclusion
This study aimed to analyze the educational values and objectives embedded in Arabic
language textbooks for the fifth grade in Libya and the seventh grade in Iran, providing
insights into how these elements reflect the cultural, social, and educational priorities of
each country. Through a comprehensive content analysis, several key findings emerged
that highlight the similarities and differences between the two educational contexts.

Verification of Results for the First Question: What educational values were emphasized
in the textbooks? The analysis of educational values in the Arabic language textbook for
fifth grade in Libya and seventh grade in Iran reveals notable differences. In Libya, social
values ranked first (30.8%), followed by scientific and personal values (20.5%), then
environmental values (12.8%), and finally religious and national values (7.7%). In Iran,
environmental values were the highest (29.5%), followed by religious values (27.5%),
national values (21.5%), and finally scientific (13.5%) and social values (4%). These results
indicate that the Libyan curriculum focuses more on social and scientific values, while the
Iranian curriculum highlights environmental and religious values, reflecting each
educational system’s priorities in fostering values among students.

Verification of Results for the Second Question: How are educational objectives
presented in the content? The analysis of educational objectives in the Arabic language
textbooks shows a variation in focus. In Libya, the emphasis is primarily on developing
thinking and problem-solving skills, which rank first. This is followed by enabling students
to grasp basic concepts, reflecting the importance of foundational knowledge.
Understanding Islamic values ranks third, while national sentiment and love for the Arabic
language come fourth and fifth, respectively. In Iran, understanding Islamic values is the
primary focus, followed by enhancing national sentiment. Basic concepts rank third, with
an emphasis on environmental concepts coming fourth. Finally, the integrated growth of
students, love for the Arabic language, and thinking skills are highlighted in the fifth and
sixth positions. These results indicate that both educational systems value the
understanding of national and environmental values, with a clear difference in educational
objectives’ priorities.
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Verification of Results for the Third Question: Is there a variation in presenting values
and objectives between the two textbooks? Yes, there is a clear variation in presenting
values and objectives between the Arabic language textbook for fifth grade in Libya and
seventh grade in Iran. In Libya, the goals focus on developing thinking and problem-
solving skills, ranking first, followed by understanding Islamic values, while social values
are given less importance. In contrast, the Iranian textbook prioritizes Islamic values,
followed by enhancing national sentiment. The frequency percentages indicate that
educational objectives in Libya are generally lower compared to Iran, with the thinking
skills development axis in Libya at 18.3%, while understanding Islamic values in Iran is at
37%. The Libyan textbook emphasizes intellectual skills, whereas the Iranian textbook
presents a broader range of values, including national and environmental values. Regarding
basic concepts, they rank second in Libya and third in Iran.
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