
 

 

The Effect of Peer Feedback on Writing Errors of Persian-

Speaking Learners of Arabic: A Case Study of Female 

Undergraduate Students in Arabic Language & Literature at 

Isfahan University 
 

Assistant Professor of Arabic Language and Literature, Isfahan 

University, Iran. 
 

Farzaneh Haji 

Qasemi * 

 

Abstract 

It seems that one of the reasons Iranian students have problems 

in writing in Arabic is that their experiences do not activate 

their prior knowledge or consolidate their new knowledge. 

Having the experience does not active or consolidate unless it 

follows feedback that is given by the teacher, classmates, or the 

learner themselves. This paper focuses on the second type, peer 

feedback, explaining that peers greatly influence each other, 

and that peer feedback gives many opportunities to remember 

a person’s prior knowledge to identify, correct, and explain 

their classmates’ errors. This paper is based on the assumption 

that peer feedback reduces Iranian students’ writing errors; 

therefore, 23 undergraduate female students in Arabic 

Literature & Language were selected at Isfahan University 

during online second semester 2021-2022 for Writing II as an 

available sample in the experimental group using the quasi-

experimental method. The pre-test was conducted by writing a 

short text  before the first session, which showed that the female 

student were used to making mistakes in the correct writing of 

alhamze, adjective + noun, noun + noun phrases, and in 

conjugation. Every session, a few assignments were presented 

to the class to identify errors and explain them as a class 

activity, in addition to studying the example made by 

classmates of the new structure when it was being taught. A 

post-test was conducted after the last session by everyone 

writing a short story on a chosen picture. Finally, the post-test 

showed that the focus on encouraging female students to 

correct their classmates’ words and structures leads to reducing 

linguistic errors in their writing as well.  
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1. Introduction 

Writing plays a crucial role in communication and is an advanced stage in language 

learning. Neglecting the importance of written expression can impair the learning 

of language skills. Writing is a productive skill that requires various mental 

processes to convey thoughts and emotions fluently and clearly. It helps learners to 

master the language by understanding and producing written speech that is free of 

errors and linguistic issues. As a result, non-Arabic speaking teachers and learners 

are highly focused on mastering Arabic writing. 

Effective teaching of written expression involves receiving feedback from the 

teacher, peers, and the learner themselves in various ways. The purpose is to revive 

and revitalize the learners' old knowledge. The learner cannot progress unless they 

actively engage in the exercises that accompany the feedback. These exercises can 

be done individually or in groups, enabling both types of learning. Thus, we have 

experimented with using peer feedback as a method for teaching writing skills, to 

determine its impact on the development of expressive performance. 

 
1.2. Research Question 

Our research aims to determine the effectiveness of peer feedback in reducing 

writing errors among Persian-speaking female students. 
 

2. Literature Review 

The term "feedback" refers to the information learners receive after completing a 

task. The aim is to help raise their level of understanding and benefit from its 

positive effects in facilitating learning and teaching. Feedback helps the learner 

master the subject matter and increases their motivation to learn (Al-Habashna, 

2014). Feedback does not directly improve the level of understanding or enhance 

skills, but rather focuses on the content that has already been taught, building on 

the learners’ previous knowledge (Kulhavy, 1997). 

 Feedback can come from the teacher, peers, or the learner themselves. Peer 

assessment challenges students to review their linguistic knowledge, identify errors, 

and improve metacognitive skills. 

The educational procedure involves three stages: evaluation, teaching, and 

activation. During the evaluation stage, the teacher uses strategies to attract the 

learner's attention, such as play and discussion, so that the learner can participate 

based on their previous knowledge. Next, the teacher asks one or more questions to 

determine whether the new information is clear or not. If the students need more 

explanation, the teacher teaches the same content again. 

During the activation stage, students apply the new information through role-

playing, discussions, debates, and opinion polls to solidify their understanding of 

the topic. 

3. Methodology 

A quasi-experimental method was used to assess the students' linguistic deficits and 

determine their linguistic level. The pre-test involved writing a short text. During 

the semester, the teacher presented home exercises in each session to help identify 
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her classmates' mistakes and explain the reason for them. The post-test involved 

writing a short story based on a chosen picture, using the learned terminology.  

Several studies have been conducted to improve the written expression skills of 

Arabic language learners, particularly by addressing their deficits and providing 

effective strategies. Feedback has been identified as a key solution that activates 

prior knowledge and enhances expressive skills. Some notable studies in this area 

include "The Power of Feedback" by Hattie and Timperley (2007), "Study of the 

effect of direct and indirect feedback on the written performance of students in the 

Arabic language branch at the bachelor’s level" by Zarei et al. (2017), and "Oral 

feedback in disseminating Arabic as a second language: Between teachers’ 

practices and learners’ attitudes" by Al-Olayan (2020). However, this study focuses 

on the role of peers in providing feedback and reducing writing errors among 

Persian-speaking students of the Arabic language from Iran. 

4. Results    & Discussion 

In the pre-test, female students made spelling errors such as incorrect use of hamza 

al-wasl and qat`, writing words sealed with yā’, bound tā’, and kāf at the end of 

words. This is even though students in their first or second semester of a Bachelor’s 

degree learn spelling rules, but do not practise them seriously. The second most 

common error is related to morphology and grammar, including masculine and 

feminine inflection and descriptive phrases. 

Possible reasons behind the frequent occurrence of spelling errors are: 

1. Lack of practice of correct letter-drawing in various cases of the word in 

exercises. 

2. Absence of texts that address these points well. 

3. Lack of Arabic dictation courses for Iranian students. This may be because we 

assume that there are similarities between Persian and Arabic letters. 

In the post-test, female students made more mistakes in writing hamza than in what 

was related to the subject and predicate, inflection, masculine and feminine, 

descriptive phrases, definite and indefinite, additional phrases, writing rounded ta’. 

The data results indicate that they need more training to become more accurate. 

Effective learning is only achieved through repetition and practice (Hubner, 1969). 

According to the information gained, female students’ participation and reliance on 

peer feedback have a remarkable effectiveness in reducing errors and linguistic 

lapses in writing in Arabic as a foreign language. 

The comparison between the pre-test and post-test shows a significant decrease in 

morphological, grammatical, and spelling errors in their writing. However, we still 

find these errors in their written expressions, especially spelling errors that occupy 

a large space compared to the other two types, morphological and grammatical. 

This percentage was also observed in the pre-test. 
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5. Conclusion 

This study aimed to test two hypotheses: firstly, that peer feedback can positively 

impact the consolidation of linguistic information, and secondly, that peer feedback 

is effective in reducing writing errors among students. The adopted strategy aimed 

to create a collaborative atmosphere that would stimulate and consolidate old and 

new information throughout the semester. The cooperative atmosphere allowed 

students to revive their forgotten knowledge and consolidate their new knowledge.  

 According to the post-test data, the results suggest that female students' 

participation in correcting expressive errors in vocabulary and methods used in their 

colleagues' written assignments has a positive effect on reducing their writing 

errors. Focusing on students' ability to evaluate tasks and increasing their accuracy 

in the classroom gives them ample training opportunities to refer to their linguistic 

knowledge. This, in turn, helps them benefit from it while critiquing the tasks of 

their colleagues, thereby increasing their efficiency in producing error-free texts. 

6. References 

 

Akbari, E. (2021). Examining the effectiveness of peer feedback in the context of learning 

English in a web 2.0 environment (Peer feedback 2.0). Journal of Foreign Language 

Research, 11(3), 555-569. https://doi.org/ 10.22059/JFLR.2021.330903.895  

Al-Habashna, M. (2014). Feedback and its impact on academic achievement. Dar Jalis Al-

Zaman for Publishing and Distribution. 

Al-Hammouz, A. (1993). The art of dictation in Arabic. Dar Amman for Publishing and 

Distribution. 

Al-Humaidhi, K. (2021). Effectiveness of feedback in students' achievement of English 

courses in technical colleges. Egyptian Society for Reading and Knowledge, 21(232), 349-

358. https://doi.org/10.21608/MRK.2021.148982.  

Al-Olayan, F. (2020). Oral feedback in disseminating Arabic as a second language: 

Between teachers’ practices and learners’ attitudes. Linguistic and Literary Studies, 21(3), 

219-245. 

Al-Samarrai, M. (2019). The effectiveness of feedback in the development of cognitive 

performance of teachers and teachers in the Province of Salah Al-Din. Sara Man Raa, 

15(58), 519-547. 

Anis Al-Tabbaa, A., & Anis Al-Tabbaa, O. (n.d). Al-Wajeez on the rules of spelling and 

construction. Maktaba Al-Maarif. 

Bouzi, A. (2016). Spelling and grammatical errors in first-year intermediate education as 

an example.  )Master’s thesis, Abu Bakr Belkaid University of Tlemcen). Abu Bakr Belkaid 

University. 

Falchikov, N. (1996, July). Improving learning through critical peer feedback and 

reflection [Paper presentation]. The HERDSA Conference, Perth, Australia.  

Feyli, S., & Ayatollahi, M. (2016). The effects of classroom peer-feedback on advanced 

students' self-confidence. English Language Teaching, 3(1), 67-87. 

Ganji, N., & Haji Qasemi, F. (2020). The position of traditional works on verbal errors (A 

descriptive and analytical study: Al-Adab Al-Katib by Ibn Qutayba; “Correcting the 

Tongue” as an example). AL-Lisaniyyat, 26(2), 164-175. 



15 | Farzaneh Haji Qasemi 

 

 

Ganji, N., Talebi, H., Delawari, R., & Zare, S. (2017). The effect of Arabic dictation on 

the reduction of Iranian high school students' writing errors (A case study of first-grade 

female high school students of Yazd Province). Studies in Arabic Teaching and Learning, 

1(2), 71-84. https://doi.org/10.22099/jsatl.2017.26423.1020. 

Gielen, S., Peeters, E., Dochy, F., Onghena, P., & Struyven, K. (2010). Improving the 

effectiveness of peer feedback for learning. Learning and Instruction, 20(4), 304-315. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.learninstruc.2009.08.007.  

Haji Qasemi, F. (2020). Content analysis of teaching the writing skills (Adab al-Insha') in 

old Arabic texts: Adab al-Katib, al-Alfaz' al-Kitabiah, and Feghh al-Loghah va Asrar al-

Arabiah. )Doctoral dissertation, The University of Isfahan). The University of Isfahan. 

Haji Qasemi, F., & Kazemi Najafabadi, S. (2017). The position of linguistics among 

academic books in the field of Arabic language and literature (A case study of the book 

Fiqh Al-Laghga Al-Arabi and ʿ Alm Al-Laghga Al-Hadith). University Textbooks Research 

and Writing, 21(40), 73-93. https://doi.org/ 20.1001.1.26767503.1396.21.40.4.9 

Harmer, J. (2001(. The practice of English language teaching. Pearson. 

Hattie, J., & Timperley, H. (2007). The power of feedback. Review of Educational 

Research, 77(1), 81-112. https://doi.org/10.3102/003465430298487.  

 

Huebener, T. (1969). How to teach foreign language effectively. New York University Press. 

Jalai, M. (2008). Examining the writing errors of BA students majoring in Arabic in Isfahan 

and Kashan Universities. )Master’s thesis, The University of Isfahan). The University of 

Isfahan. 

Kochsaraei, M., & Jabbarpoor, S. (2013). The impact of corrective feedback on lexical and 

grammatical errors in Iranian students' writing: suggestions for improved accuracy. 

University Textbooks Research and Writing, 17(30), 22-49. 

Kulhavy, R. (1977). Feedback in written instruction, Review of Educational Research, 

47(1), 211-232. https://doi.org/10.3102/00346543047002211.  

Motaghizadeh, I., Abu Ras, R., & Mirzaei, F., & Khanabadi, T. (2018). Common writing 

errors made by Iranian students of Arabic language and literature in writing Arabic 

adpositions (Huruf al-jaar), Studies in Arabic Teaching and Learning, 2(4), 31-56. 

https://doi.org/10.22099/jsatl.2018.29022.1035. 

Motaghizadeh, I., Heydari, A., & Parvin, N. (2014). Pathology of the level of 

implementation of writing teaching techniques in B.M. Arabic Language and Literature 

from the point of view of professors and students. University Textbooks Research and 

Writing, 10(32), 107-126. 20.1001.1.26767503.1397.22.42.6.2. 

Naderi, I., Karkhane, J., & Ramazani, F. (2017). Learning’ teachers Arabic between 

relationship The writing Arabic their with assessment-self and motivation skills, Studies 

in Arabic Teaching and Learning, 2(3), 131-144. 

https://doi.org/10.22099/jsatl.2018.4806.pp131-144 

Parvin, N., Farokhipour, S., & Shushtari, M. (2021). Investigating the effect of written 

corrective feedback on foreign language writing learning: A comparative study of 

extralinguistic, call-to-form, and new form feedback in the hundred-living educational 

complex. University Textbooks Research and Writing, 25(48), 138-159. https://doi.org/ 

10.30487/RWAB.2021.532335.1457. 

Richards, J., & Schmidt, R. (2010(. Longman dictionary of teaching and applied 

linguistics. Pearson. 



The Effect of Peer Feedback on Writing Errors of  …  | 16 

 

Rushdi, A. (1989). Teaching Arabic to non-native speakers, its curricula and methods. 

Publications of the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. 

Sawalha, M. (1990). The relation between self-concept and feedback form on the 

effectiveness of learning science concepts by second preparatory class students in Jordan. 

)Doctoral dissertation, The University of Jordan). The University of Jordan.  

Shahata, H., & Al-Najjar, Z. (2003). Dictionary of educational and psychological terms. 

Egyptian Lebanese House. 

Smith, R., & Jack Craft, R. (2002). A dictionary of language teaching and applied 

linguistics. Rahnama. 

Suryani, R., Rozimela, Y.,  & Anwar, D. (2019). Exploring the effect of peer feedback 

and the students’ perceptions of the feedback on students’ writing skill. International 

Journal of Secondary Education, 7(4), 116-121. 

https://doi.org/10.11648/j.ijsedu.20190704.14. 

Talebi Qaraqashlaqi, J., Qaleei, A., & Saeidawi, A. (2019). Comparing the effectiveness of 

Jigsaw participatory and traditional approach teaching methods on speaking and writing 

skills of Arabic language students at Farhangian University: A case study of Urmia Shahid 

Rajaee Campus. Studies in Arabic Teaching and Learning, 3(5), 92-77. 

https://doi.org/10.22099/jsatl.2019.31922.1053. 

Truscott, J. (1996). The case against grammar correction in L2 writing classes. Language  
Learning, 46(2), 327-369. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-1770.1996.tb01238.x.  

 

Truscott, J. (2007). The effect of error correction on learners’ ability to write  accurately.  
Journal of Second Language Writing, 16(4), 255-272. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jslw.2007.06.003.  

  

Truscott, J. (2009). Arguments and appearances: A response to Chandler. Journal of 

Second Language Writing, 19(1), 59-60. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jslw.2008.09.001. 

YastÕbaú, G., & YastÕbaú, A. (2015), The effect of peer feedback on writing anxiety in 

Turkish EFL (English as a foreign language) students. Procedia Social and Behavioral 

Sciences, 199, 530-538. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2015.07.543.  

Zarei, A., Jalaei, M., & Khoubian Badi, L. (2017). A study of the impact of rectilinear and 

non-rectilinear reformative feedback on the Arabic language. Scientific Society for Arabic 

Language and Literature, 13(42), 175-194. https://doi.org/ 

20.1001.1.23456361.1438.13.42.9.2. pp 175-194 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-1770.1996.tb01238.x.pp327-369
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jslw.2007.06.003.pp255-272
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2015.07.543

